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"I have some already made," Fragrance said. She brought a
cup. Hsi-m£n took it and held it to Tower of Jade's lips.
"Give it to me/' she said, "I will drink it by myself. Don't
try to be pleasant. Go and sell your hot pies where they are
wanted. I am not jealous. The sun must have risen in the west
to-day, since you come to see me. 1^ can't imagine why the
Great Lady said anything to you about it."
"You don't understand," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. "The last
few days, I have really been too busy to come."
"Yes," Tower x>f Jade said, "you have too much to think
about; you can't think about anyone but your sweetheart. We
are stale. We're only fit to be thrown into the dust-bin.
Perhaps in ten years' time you will remember us."
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing still went on kissing her. "Go away," she
said, "I can't bear the smell of the wine you've been drinking,
I have had nothing to eat all day and I haven't strength enough
to play with you."
"If you have had nothing to eat, let me tell the maid to
bring something. I haven't had my supper yet. I will have it
with you."
"No," Tower of Jade said. "I feel too ill. If you want any-
fhing to eat, go and have it elsewhere."
"If you won't eat," Hsi-m6n said, "neither will I. Let us
go to bed. To-morrow I will send for Doctor JSn."
"Doctor Jgn or Doctor Li, it's all the same to me. I shall
send for old woman Liu. She'll give me medicine that will
cure me."
"Lie down," Hsi-mSn said, "and let me stroke your
stomach. That will make* you better. You know I am an expert
at massage." Then he suddenly remembered. "The other
day," he said, "Liu, the Director of Studies, gave me ten co^v-
bezoar pills from Kuang-tung. If you take one with some wine
you will be all right in no time." He said to Fragrance: "Go
to the Great Lady and ask her for the medicine in the porcelain
jar. And bring some wine with you."
"I'm sure you will be well as soon as you have taken it,"
he said to Tower of Jade.
"I can't think of anything horrid enough to say to you,"
Tower of Jade said. "What do you know about medicine?
And, if you want wine, there is some here*"

